A 58-year-old woman experienced progressive gait slowing over 4 months. She had normal strength and reflexes, mute plantar responses, and no clinical or EMG lower motor neuron findings. MRI was obtained ( figure) . A month later, spasticity and hyperreflexia in the legs were noted, with bilateral Babinski signs. Widespread fasciculations became present on EMG, supporting the diagnosis of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS).
Figure. Fluid-attenuated inversion recovery (FLAIR) MRI (A) and diffusion-weighted imaging (DWI) (B

